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Amendment s to the Specification: 

Please amend the Abstract (page 23, lines 2-21) as follows: 

The pr e sent invention li> d i rect e d to a gastrostomy device compris i ng ; A 
gastrostomy device includes a tubular portion defining a l ongitud i nal ax is , and an 
Internal bolster having a radial wing secured to the tubular portion, Ihc internal bolster 
being flexib l e *n pnrm tt The internal bolster is flex i ble and permits elastic deformation 
between a first orientation g enera ll y aligned with H i e l ongitudinal ax i s, with the wing 
wrapped into a generally cylindrical configuration and a second orientation with the wing 
unfurled and ext e nding general l y transvers e to th e tubu l ar portion longitud inal axis and 
a. A constraining member e ncasing encases the internal bolster to retain the internal 
bolster in the first orientation , with the wing wrapped into the y cncro l iy - eyl l ndric ai 
c onfiguration , and to cover at least a major portion of the wrapped wing, wherein the 
r e mova l . Removal o f the casing permits the internal bolster to move from the first 
orientation to the second orientation. The internal bolster may be deployed by the-t*se 
ef-a ripcord to tear through the waH of the capsule , freeing the Internal bolster oHhe 
g astrostomy d e v i c e into the patient* stomach and deploying the internal bolster to a the 
second orientation with the wing unfurled and extending g e nerally transv e rse to s a i d 
tubu i ar portion l ongitudinal axis . Alternatively, the internal bolster may be deployed by 
the constraining member being dissolved by the patient's bodily fluids located inside the 
patient's stomach. 

Please add the following paragraph at page 6, line 6: 

FIG. 12 illustrates the gastrostomy feeding device having a double loop ripcord 
arrangement according to an aspect of the present invention. 


Page 2 of 11 


PAGE 2/1 1 • RCVD AT 3/182004 2:59:23 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0ff XRMJ1 « DNIS:8729306 * CSID:216 579 6073 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-10 


